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adjustment of subject to object, and a consequent estrange-
ment of the subject from himself in favour of the object,
whether it be an external object or a (psychological' or
inner object, as for instance an idea.
8. Attitude (Einstcllung): This concept is a relatively
recent acquisition   to   psychology.     It   originated with
Miiller and Schumann1.   Whereas Kiilpe2 defines attitude
as a predisposition of the sensory or motor centres to a
definite stimulation "or persistent impulse, Ebbinghaus8
conceives it in a wider sense as a phenomenon of exercise,
introducing an air of the customary into the individual act
which deviates from the customary.   Our use of the concept
proceeds from Ebbinghaus' conception of attitude.    For
us, attitude is a readiness of the psyche to act or to react
in a certain direction.    It is precisely for the psychology
of complex psychic phenomena that the concept is so
important, since it provides an expression for that peculiar
psychological phenomenon wherein we find certain stimuli
exercising a powerful effect on one occasion, while their
effect is either weak or wholly absent on another,   To
have a certain attitude means to be ready for something
definite, even though this definite something is unconscious,
since having an attitude is synonymous with an a priori
direction towards a definite thing, whether this be present
in consciousness or not    The state of readiness, which I
conceive attitude to be, always consists in the presence of
a certain subjective constellation, a definite combination
of psychic factors or contents, which will either determine
action in this or that definite direction, or will comprehend
an external stimulus in this or that definite way.   Active
apperception (q.v.) is impossible without an attitude.   An
attitude always has an objective; this can be either con-
1 Pfingers Archw, vol. 45, 37.
• Crundz. d. PsychoL, p. 44.	»  Ibid,, i, 68t ff,

